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years that slip by and do not return. Those who
have had the advantage of prison experience know
at least the value of patience, and if they have
profited by their experience they have learnt
adaptability, and that is a great thing. I hope you
will soon settle down and may you always be very
happy, little sister/'

Strange though it may seem food was my
greatest problem during the first months of mar-
ried life. I had never been very particular about
what I ate but I liked meat and fish as most Kash-
miris do. In Ahmedabad I found everyone a strict
vegetarian; no meat, no fish, no eggs, nor was there
any likelihood of going to a hotel or restaurant and
getting some, as such things were just not done. I
liked Gujarati food but did not feel satisfied eating
only vegetables. For three months I was a vegeta-
rian and throughout those months I was more or
less famished. Later, I trained myself not to de-
pend so much on meat and now I can willingly do
without it for long stretches at a time.

Raja's family is one of the leading business
families of Ahmedabad. His father died many years
ago when the children were still very young. His
mother then took charge of the business and look-
ed after it successfully in spite of tremendous odds.
For many years she carried on till her sons grew
up to shoulder the task. During all those difficult
days she did not neglect her children but bestowed
all her love and care on them and ministered to
their smallest needs. Like all business people Raja's
people are reserved, quiet and a little aloof, never
showing their emotions to others. At first I could
not understand this and often mistook their re-
serve for lack of affection.

Raja belongs to a joint family but his people
rarely interfere in the life each member wishes to
lead. They are, however, a closely knit family and